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President's Message
President's Message
Hello Housers!
At our Regional Conference in April I had the opportunity to be part of a session panel that
discussed a question I have heard repeated as I have traveled the country: "How do I prepare for
future advancement of my career, both as a houser in my community and in the NAHRO
organization?" Having started my housing career as a receptionist, I know that many of our future
leaders are on our frontline. Preparing these leaders is one of my passions. We are a region who is
focused on training up our future leaders. For that reason, I want to address those who hope to
advance their housing careers in this article. Here are my suggestions to you:

2.

3.
4.

5.

1. Do your job and do it well. Although you may have your eye on advancement, you must be a
master at your current job before that can happen. Know what your supervisor expects and needs
from you. Meet and exceed that expectation.
Learn. Every day you are presented with many opportunities to learn. Utilize these opportunities.
Read! Read books that challenge you to expand your thought process and give you a broader, more diverse view of our
world. Read about NAHRO award recipients and learn about the innovative ideas they are implementing. It may seem
boring, but reading regs and PIH notices provide opportunities to develop a greater understanding of our programs. Strive
to learn processes outside of your own job description. As time allows, offer to help with tasks that could be considered
cross training opportunities. Listening is one of the greatest paths to learning. I have always believed the old adage - if I am
the smartest person in the room, I'm in the wrong room. I have relished the times when I have taken the opportunity to just
shut up and listen.
Volunteer in your community. Jacob Fox, of HACSA, gave valuable advice, suggesting that you get on boards for other
non-profit entities. This will expose you to leadership opportunities as well as provide valuable insight regarding board
operations.
Mentors. Identify someone in a leadership position that you would like to help mentor your career path. This person should
be someone you would like to emulate, who inspires you, is either in a position or has been in a position that you would
like to hold someday, and who is open to sharing guidance. Mentors may be in your own office or on the other side of the
country. You may steal 5 minutes at the water cooler, meet up for lunch, share ideas via email or phone, or connect at
conferences. These relationships can be critical to your success. I have been blessed to have several mentors throughout
my career and am truly grateful for the guidance they have given me; in fact, they still advise me to this day.
For NAHRO, you must begin with your state or regional chapter. Again, volunteer (remember to check with your
supervisor/E.D. prior to making a commitment). Contact your chapter or regional President for opportunities. Various
forms of committee work will be a great door opening into leadership. As with many of the previously mentioned
suggestions, you must follow through. You are building your reputation, be that good or bad, based upon your
commitment and follow through. Success will offer more opportunity.

Each of the suggestions I have listed will help you to advance your career. Keep in mind, however, that advancement does not
happen overnight. It can be a long process. You must trust that you are equipping yourself with the necessary skills for success

happen overnight. It can be a long process. You must trust that you are equipping yourself with the necessary skills for success
when opportunity arises. As our industry shifts and leadership retires, we need you to be prepared. You are our future leaders!
Best,
Sunny Shaw, PNRC President

Regional News
Affordable rental housing created, preserved across
state
SEATTLE, Wash.- The Washington State Housing Finance Commission recently
approved a total of $137 million in financing for the rehabilitation or new
construction of hundreds of affordable apartments across the state.
"The diversity of these projects show the flexibility of the federal housing tax credit and tax-exempt bonds to enhance
communities across the state," said Karen Miller, chair of the Housing Finance Commission. "We're proud to be a part of
adding this much-needed affordable housing."
The projects range from new apartments on the campus of St. Luke's Lutheran Church in Bellevue to a historic renovation
in Spokane and homes for tribal fishermen along the Columbia River. They include the third group from the 2017 LowIncome Housing Tax Credit competition to be approved by the governor-appointed Commission.
In addition to allocating federal housing tax credits, which allow developers to raise capital by selling the credits to
investors, the Commission finances affordable housing by issuing tax-exempt bonds or notes, which allow developers to
borrow at lower interest rates.
Projects approved by the Commission include:
Competitive housing tax credits:
Dallesport: TC7 Dallesport, 3rd Ave. and Dallesport Ave. (Yakama Nation Housing Authority, $5million
estimated tax-credit equity)These 30 single-family homes and duplexes will be the first permanent residences for
tribal fishermen who currently live in substandard campsites along the Columbia River after being displaced from
their fishing settlements, which were flooded by construction of dams in the 1930s. This project will provide social
services as well as housing homeless families.
Kennewick: Nueva Vista Phase 2, 334 N. Union (City of Kennewick Housing Authority, $5 million estimated taxcredit equity)After setting aside adjacent land to Phase 1 of Nueva Vista, built in 2014 and now housing 32
families, the housing authority will add 28 more apartments. Half of the units will again be set aside for homeless
families and services to build self-sufficiency will be offered as well.
Bellevue: 30 Bellevue, 3030 Bellevue Way NE(Imagine Housing/Red Vines 1, $12.3 million tax-credit
equity)Three years ago, St. Luke's Lutheran Church sought the help of nonprofit Imagine Housing to transform part
of its campus into housing for homeless and needy families. The church currently hosts a day center and overnight
shelter and wanted to do more. A required rezone of the site was approved by the City of Bellevue so the 62
apartments could proceed.
Spokane: Transitions, 2140 & 2176 W. Fairview Ave(Transitional Programs for Women, $4.3 million
estimated tax-credit equity)These 24 new, energy-efficient cottages in northwest Spokane, on two acres
surrounding the current Transitional Living Center, will provide a step up to permanent housing for homeless and
disadvantaged men and women. The project will include a community building and social services for residents.
Other projects:
Spokane: Ridpath Club Apartments, 515 W. Sprague Avenue (Wells & Company, $5.6 million estimated taxcredit equity, $10 million tax-exempt bond).This financing will enable a private developer to transform Spokane's
historic Ridpath Hotel, which has been empty and in disrepair since 2008, into affordable homes for downtown
residents. The Commission is further supporting the project with a $2 million loan from its housing preservation
fund and the City of Spokane is contributing a loan of $1.75 million. The Commission's financing ensures that 180

of the 206 total apartments will be affordable to renters earning up to 60% of area median income.
Renton: Royal Hills Apartments, 3000 SE Royal Hills Drive(Preservation Partners, $25.86 million estimated
tax-credit equity, $46 million tax-exempt bond)Through this investment, 284 apartments will be extensively
renovated and preserved as affordable housing for decades to come. The units will also include Section 8 rental
assistance.
Seattle, Auburn, Tukwila, Tacoma, Bellingham, Spokane: Multiple housing facilities(Pioneer Human Services,
$17 million tax-exempt bond, $5.7 million taxable bond)While most of this financing will refinance earlier bonds,
about $9 million in new funding will be invested in rehabilitation of housing at multiple sites and manufacturing
equipment for Pioneer's training programs.
Technical updates to homebuyer programs:
The Commission also approved several minor updates to increase access to its downpayment assistance programs for
homebuyers, slightly increasing the amount of assets homebuyers are allowed to have, as well as changing the Veterans
Downpayment program from a ten-year amortizing loan to a deferred-payment loan.
_________________________________________________________________________________________

HOUSING AUTHORITY MOVING
HEADQUARTERS TO SILVERDALE
HOUSING KITSAP announces plans to move its headquarters to
Silverdale, WA in September 2017. The new office will be just under nine miles from the current location.
Housing Kitsap's main office will move back to Silverdale which is more central to its service area, and more accessible to
all of Housing Kitsap's clientele who reside throughout Kitsap County. The building is conveniently located near bus lines
to accommodate those who rely on public transportation. Additionally, the new 8,000 square foot building will minimize
overhead costs for Housing Kitsap; helping to ensure its long-term sustainability.
Housing Kitsap purchased the former John L. Scott building, a one-story office and retail building at the corner of Bucklin
Hill Rd. and Mickelberry Rd. today for $1,827,500. They will complete some minor rehabilitation of the space with safety
and energy efficiency upgrades as well as update the layout to comfortably fit all 34 staff members who will work on site,
with some room to grow.
Housing Kitsap will take this opportunity to adopt and kick-off changes throughout the organization. Everyone will be on
one floor in the same building, begin Lean process evaluations and encourage eco-friendly car sharing and alternative
transportation use.
The sale of their current office space on the first and fifth floors of the Norm Dicks Government Center to the City of
Bremerton will pay for the purchase and rehabilitation of the new building. Housing Kitsap staff is preparing to move as
early as August and will complete the process by the end of September 2017 in anticipation of Housing America Month in
October.
"One of the reasons we decided to make the move is that it is important to us to do everything we can to spend our time and
money wisely. Every minute and every penny adds up. In these uncertain budget times, we need to be as effective as
possible to help our communities with safe, decent and affordable housing." states Stuart Grogan, Executive Director of
Housing Kitsap.
Housing Kitsap
2244 NW Bucklin Road
Silverdale, WA 98383
(360) 535-6100
Housing Kitsap's mailing address change will take affect the first week of September 2017. The organization's phone, fax
and email addresses will remain the same.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

Rezone in Hood River Oregon for development
of low-income housing
This has been a big part of Mid-Columbia Housing Authority's
Executive Director's job in the last year and they are looking forward
to seeing it through to provide more housing for the families in that community.
The need to start on-the-ground solutions to the affordable housing crisis in the Gorge makes clear the need to
approve the city's request.
Approval is advised, but with two short caveats: consider the park-housing dual use option proposed by citizens, and
put a 30-day hold on any rezone to give city and state officials one more chance for a different plan - with the likely
option of the ODOT Cascade Avenue yard being transformed into housing instead of Morrison Park. It is not too late
to figure this out.
Affordable housing is not merely a local problem; it is one the state has the resources to help fix. The Regional
Solutions Advisory Committee and state officials have been focusing on the problem for years and a last ditch, no
pun intended, effort is called for before the city starts digging at 20th and Wasco.
State, city and regional housing officials roll their eyes when asked about the ongoing discussions about how to
solve the solution - in particular, what other properties might be identified instead of Morrison Park.
This is a complicated matter, but all parties have shown an interest, including Gov. Kate Brown making a visit in April
to the ODOT yard. What it comes down to is this: the parties have identified a more suitable site for affordable
housing, but have not yet figured out where ODOT would move. It is time for a virtual dirtying of hands. The freewayclose options are known, now it is time for the city, governor's office and others to dig in and make a decision. They
should, but if they cannot in 30 days, then the Morrison Park rezone can take effect. See article here.
_________________________________________________________________________________

Housing Opportunity Day in Salem
On Thursday, May 18th HACSA staff took three of our Resident
Advisory members up to Salem to participate in the Housing
Opportunity Day at the Capitol - which is an advocacy event organized
byOregon housing Alliance.
The event focused on advocating for much-needed resources to
meet Oregon's housing needs. We were divided into teams that
visited legislators throughout the day to talk about the Housing
Alliance agenda and discuss specific issues that participants are
passionate about. All attendees (there was a lot of us check out
the photo above) received an in-depth training on housing issues
and how to have a successful legislative meeting. We learned that
4 in 10 Oregonians are renters, which is a powerful statistics for
our state, where the assumption lies that most of Oregonians own
homes. After the training, we stormed the Capitol to meet with key
legislators to talk about how the Legislature can help meet
Oregon's critical housing needs. Our team met with Senator James
Manning, Senator Bill Hansell, Representative John Huffman,
Representative Julie Fahey and the offices of Representative Paul
Holvey and Representative Mark Johnson. The legislators were
really glad to hear from our residents and they were very
responsive to the human stories behind affordable housing.
Issues discussed with Legislators included:

- Preventing and ending homelessness through the Emergency Housing Account
- Protecting Oregonians who rent their homes
- Developing new affordable housing
- Preserving existing affordable homes
- Keeping homeowners stably housed and creating new homeowners

Mind your Mind Award
HACSA was recognized as a Mind Your Mind at Work
Champion and received a grant to conduct activities to
promote the Mind Your Mind at Work campaign.
The month of May is Mind Your Mind Month in Lane
County, sponsored by Lane County Public Health,
Prevention Section. 2017 was the third year that the Mind
Your Mind Project will launch this local campaign to
promote mental wellness and National Mental Health
Awareness Month.
This year employers in Lane County were recognized for
the work they are doing to support their employees'
mental wellness and for their participation in Mind Your
Mind Month.
The award aims to recognize workplace champions who
are prioritizing their employees' mental wellness, engage
Lane County employers in promoting the Mind Your
Mind Project, including Mind Your Mind Month and provide seed money to Lane County employers for creative
solutions that sustain workplace mental wellness. HACSA's take on creative solutions to celebrate Mind Your Month
included: massages for employees, TED talks with healthy lunch, de-stress coloring sessions, animal rescue visits,
weekly yoga class, and introduction to meditation class, a summary newsletter was also send out to staff to give
them access to more outside resources.

The Oaks at 14th Grand Opening
Lane County's newest affordable housing complex may also be
its most innovative, thanks to aunique collaboration between
Sponsors, Inc. and the Housing and Community Services
Agency (HACSA). The project is unique nationally and
demonstrates the effectiveness of strategic alliances formed to
solve community and human needs. The Oaks at 14th is a sixbuilding, 54-unit housing complex that offers long-term,
affordable, permanent housing for people who have previously
been incarcerated and are at risk of homelessness. To be
eligible, residents must have successfully graduated from
transitional housing programs with Sponsors Inc. Residents will
include veterans, seniors, and people with disabilities. Residents
began moving in this April. Sponsors and HACSA held a Grand
Opening on Monday, May 22, 2017, with a huge turnout of community support. Thank you to all of our project
partners, especially OHCS and US Bank. Design: Bergsund DeLaney Architecture and Planning GC: Essex General
Construction, Inc.
_________________________________________________________________________________

StopPests in Housing Workshop

featuring Dr. Bobby Corrigan and Dr. Dini Miller
June 20, 2017, 8:30 AM - 4:30 PM
Washington State University Puyallup
Research & Extension Center
2606 West Pioneer
Puyallup, WA 98371
This FREE workshop is for affordable housing administrators and staff. It is part of the StopPests in Housing
Project which seeks to improve pest control in affordable housing by teaching everyone who works, lives, and plays
in housing how to use integrated pest management (IPM)
The workshop is free, but registration is required. Register here
Continental breakfast and lunch are provided.
Questions? Contact Becky Maguire (253-445-4595 or hinesre@wsu.edu).
To view the Workshop Flyer, please click here.
_________________________________________________________________________________

St. Francis Park Apartments
The grand opening of the Saint Francis Park Apartments in May has
brought 106 new affordable units to the rapidly developing Buckman
neighborhood in southeast Portland. With funding from the Portland
Housing Bureau, the $23 million project includes 20 units for people
transitioning from homelessness and five for people escaping domestic
violence. The remaining units will house working individuals earning 60%
or less of the area median income.
The building is located on the
former site of a private park
once owned and managed by
the St. Francis of Assisi
Catholic Parish and comes
as the result of a unique
partnership
between the
parish, Catholic Charities,
and Home Forward. The
project was developed with a focus toward honoring and preserving the history and character of the neighborhood,
and was guided by the principles of hospitality and respect, nature and environment, and social justice and equity.

In addition to studios and one-bedroom apartments, the Saint Francis
features a community room, interior courtyard, and a community garden
space for residents. With additional funding support from Metro, the
previously vacated street will remain open to the public as Francis &

Clare Commons for pedestrians and bikes, including a seating plaza
situated among a grove of existing mature trees.

Portland Housing Bureau Awards Funding for Rental and
Homeownership Developments in North/Northeast Portland
The Portland Housing Bureau (PHB) has announced $11.1 million in funding decisions for affordable rental and
homeownership developments in the Interstate Corridor Urban Renewal Area. The selected projects will create 125
new housing units, including 21 units for households earning 30 percent or less of the area median income, and more
than 50 affordable homeownership opportunities.
Households displaced from North and Northeast Portland, or those who are at risk now, will be prioritized for these
units through the housing bureau's preference policy.
The 2017 Notice of Funding Availability (NOFA) for Interstate Corridor Urban Renewal Area funds released in
January solicited proposals for both rental and ownership housing projects, and made available a PHB-owned
property for condominium development. The final project selections are as follows:
Rental Housing
Project: Magnolia 2; Developer: Innovative Housing Inc. (IHI); Units: 50The Magnolia 2 will provide 33 family
size units, indoor and outdoor play areas, and a "maker space" for residents to work on small projects
(assembling or refinishing furniture, potting plants, painting, etc.). Resident services will support employment
training in the trade fields.
Project: New Meadows; Developer: Bridge Meadows; Units: 15
New Meadows will serve youth ages 17-25 transitioning out of foster care, including services to support life
skills development, money management, employment assistance, and parenting. Rents will be regulated at 030% AMI, and residents will pay only what they can afford.
"Scattered Site" Homeownership
Developer: Habitat for Humanity; Units: 12
Homebuyers of these units will contribute "sweat equity" hours alongside volunteers to help build the two
three-story six-plex condos. Each unit will feature three bedrooms. Habitat expects six units will be made
available to families earning 35-60% AMI, four units for families earning 61-80% AMI and two units for
families up 100% AMI. A down payment is not required for home buyers, who are expected to qualify for
private lender mortgages with support from Habitat. Mortgages are expected to be set at no more than 30% of
the homeowner's gross monthly income.
5020 N. Interstate Ave. Homeownership (Sponsor selected for exclusive right to negotiate)
Project: 5020 Condos; Developer: Proud Ground and Habitat for Humanity; Units: 48
The mixed-use project selected for development on the PHB site will have 48 homeownership units and 2,400
square feet of commercial space. Forty of the units will be priced for households earning 100 percent AMI or
less, with the eight remaining units to be sold at market price to cross-subsidize the project.
The Bronaugh Apartments Wins National Honor for Excellence in Affordable Housing
The Bronaugh Apartments, a historic three-story building in downtown Portland that's home to elderly and disabled
Oregonians living on fixed incomes, won the 23rd Annual Charles L. Edson Tax Credit Excellence Awards for HUD
preservation. REACH Community Development Corporation accepted the award On June 7, 2017 in Washington,
D.C. at the Capitol Visitors Center.

The Edson Awards are presented each year to the most outstanding Low-Income Housing Tax Credit (Housing
Credit) developments in eight categories by the Affordable Housing Tax Credit Coalition. Members of Congress,
businesses and organizations convene to celebrate Housing Credit developments that are creating stronger, healthier
communities in urban, suburban and rural areas across the country.
Built in 1905, the Bronaugh is listed on the National Historic Registry. The Bronaugh was one of 11 buildings
identified by the City of Portland as at risk of conversion from affordable to market-rate rents due to the imminent
expiration of their Section 8 contracts, which would have potentially displaced hundreds of vulnerable residents.
Dubbed the "11x13" preservation campaign, the city sought to preserve the affordability of 11 expiring Project-Based
Section 8 projects by 2013. The coalition worked for five years and succeeded in preserving the 11 buildings,
guaranteeing 60 years of affordability for 700 apartments; the Bronaugh was the last building to be preserved as part
of the campaign. In 2013, REACH purchased the Bronaugh to preserve the affordability of its 50 apartments for
residents, several of whom have lived in the building for over 20 years.
"The Bronaugh Apartments are a prime example of how the low-income housing credit helps preserve affordable
homes to Americans who need it the most," said U.S. Senator Ron Wyden. "REACH did an outstanding job of
leveraging the housing credit to attract public and private investments critical to ensuring that more Oregon families,
seniors and veterans would have a roof over their head and be safe. Congratulations to all of the partners involved on
this well-deserved national recognition."

Senate, House Subcommittees to Hold Hearings on FY 2018 HUD Budget
On Wednesday, June 7, at 2:30 p.m., the Senate Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, Housing and Urban
Development (T-HUD) will review the FY 2018 budget request for the U.S. Department of Housing and Urban Development
(HUD). More information and a live stream of the hearing are available here.
The House Appropriations T-HUD Subcommittee will hold its own hearing on the FY 2018 HUD budget request on
Thursday, June 8, at 10:00 a.m. More information and a live stream of the hearing are available here. HUD Secretary Ben
Carson will testify at both hearings.
NAHRO will provide detailed coverage of both hearings later this week.
____________________________________________________________________________________________

NAHRO Merit College Scholarship Program

In 2017 NAHRO established the NAHRO Merit College Scholarship Program. Eight
scholarships will be awarded, one from each region, with six receiving $1,000 and two
exemplary applications receiving an additional $2,000 and $5,000 respectively. Each region
should submit one application of their choice from their own scholarship program, or if no
regional scholarship program is in place, select one eligible recipient from the region and

complete the entire application for submission.
The NAHRO Scholarship Committee, comprised of members from the Housing America Task
Force, will accept and review the scholarship applications and determine the scholarship amount
awarded. All applications must be submitted by June 30, 2017 and the winners will be notified in
July. The Scholarship Committee awards scholarship money directly to the accredited institution
of higher education once proof of registration at the college or university is received.
Click here for the rules, procedures and application.
Please read the rules and application very carefully.
If you have any questions, please call the NAHRO office at (202) 580-7223.
___________________________________________________________________________________________

Nominate Your Colleague for a NAHRO Award!
NAHRO offers a variety of awards and recognition to persons who have made outstanding contributions
to the housing and community development field.
Categories include:
The M. Justin Herman Memorial Award established in 1975, provides a living acknowledgement for the standard
of excellence Mr. Herman established in the field of housing and community development and the contributions he
made to the beauty and vigor of San Francisco. The award is NAHRO's highest and most prestigious, and it honors
an exceptionally qualified person who has made outstanding contributions to the quality of life through service in the
field of housing or community development.
The John D. Lange International Award established in 1983, honors John D. Lange, Executive Director of NAHRO
from 1951 to 1970, who actively participated throughout his professional career in international exchange and, in
his retirement, carried out executive service assignments in Argentina, Indonesia, and the Philippines. The award
recognizes an individual who has made outstanding contributions toward international understanding.
The Elizabeth B. Wells Memorial Award established in 1987 it provides a living acknowledgment of the
outstanding contributions Ms. Wells made to the housing field as a member of the Board of Commissioners of the
King County (WA) Housing Authority and as NAHRO's first Vice President of the Commissioners Committee. It
honors a current commissioner, or one who has served within the past 12 months, who has demonstrated excellence
in advocating for and developing the financial, political, and community support necessary to ensure the continuation
and expansion of housing or community development programs.
The NAHRO Fellowship Program established in 2007 by the NAHRO Board of Governors honors members for
their accumulated wisdom and mastery as seen by their achievements and their actions within their own communities.
These individuals have demonstrated exemplary qualities as housing and community development advocates,
professionals, and/or volunteers.
The Emerging Leader Award , established in 2013, recognizes an individual who has been involved in NAHRO at
the national, regional and/or chapter levels for at least five years and has distinguished him/herself as an Emerging
Leader. Emerging Leaders are interested in advancement in the housing and community development field and who
gain knowledge and integrate themselves into the industry through mentors, trainings and conferences. They
demonstrate leadership and are willing to contribute and share knowledge/ideas with others.
The Manufacturers and Suppliers Council (MSC) Community Service Award recognizes outstanding MSC
members and their staff engaged in voluntary community service for the benefit of a resident, a local housing
authority, a community development agency, or other entity involved in providing low-income housing or serving that
population. Typically, the service would be through the donation of money, goods, services, manpower, or mentoring.

Visit http://www.nahro.org/individual-awards for more information.
The deadline for most awards is August 15.
_________________________________________________________________________________

Sessions Confirmed for the 2017 NAHRO Summer Conference:
Strengthening Our Foundation
Register now (early bird deadline extended until June 16) for the 2017 NAHRO Summer Conference, which will
be held at the Indianapolis Marriott Downtown Hotel from July 16-18.
The conference will feature 24+ educational sessions focused on current and emerging industry issues. Session
topics have now been confirmed. Additionally the conference will offer a showcase of innovative programs and
services from NAHRO's 2017 Agency Awards of Merit-winning agencies; a housing and community
development tour coordinated by the Indianapolis Housing Agency; inspiring and thought-provoking speakers;
and as always, productive peer-to-peer networking opportunities.
For Commissioners: NAHRO Professional Development is offering Summer Conference registrants a special
opportunity to attend our Commissioners' Fundamentals seminar, while also attending the conference.

Click here for more information or to register.

Job Openings

Looking for a new job or just want to see what's out there?
Bookmark the Job Openings page on our website to see.
Positions are updated regularly.

Stay Connected
Like us on Facebook and Follow us on Twitter
for current industry related news!

Check out the PNRC-NAHRO Website at www.pnrcnahro.org

PNRC - NAHRO
718 Griffin Ave. #285
Enumclaw, WA 98022
503-828-5371
kdamazio@nahro.org www.pnrcnahro.org

Forward t o a Friend

