This year’s PNRC-NAHRO Annual Conference will be held at the DoubleTree Hotel (Lloyd Center) in Portland, OR.  The conference theme will be “a place to call home” in recognition of the importance of “home” in the lives of our clients and of the role that our members play in addressing that need.

 In his 1944 State of the Union Address, President Franklin D. Roosevelt said that “…true individual freedom cannot exist without economic security and independence.”  He went on to call for a “second bill of rights under which a new basis of security and prosperity can be established for all---regardless of station, race, and creed…and the right of every family to a decent home.”  In 1949, Congress added its support to Roosevelt’s message by calling for “…a decent home and a suitable living environment for every American family.”

In 2012, we have made progress towards this goal, but we are still a long way from achieving it.  In fact, recent statistics show that there are growing numbers of Americans living in poverty, hundreds of thousands of homeless households, and countless more living in housing that is neither affordable nor decent.

PNRC-NAHRO members have worked for decades to respond to the affordable housing deficit, yet their efforts may be unsustainable if current cutbacks continue.  Housing authorities and community development organizations understand the importance of housing that is affordable to all socio-economic levels, but it now appears that we must find new ways to deliver that housing.

PNRC’s 2012 Annual Conference will support our members in pursuit of their mission and vision by offering sessions and seminars to enhance skills by providing knowledge, ideas, and tools that can be taken home and put to use. This year’s Conference has been shortened to one and a half days of plenary and breakout sessions in recognition of both budgetary and time away from work considerations, but it will be packed with relevant material that you will not want to miss.

The Conference will begin with the Opening General Session on Monday, April 30 where former HUD Deputy Secretary and King County (WA) Executive Ron Sims will deliver the Keynote Address.  Those who have heard Mr. Sims know what an inspiring and motivating speaker he is, so we know that the Conference will be off to a great start by the time he finishes!
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Ron Sims most recently served as Deputy Secretary of HUD before his resignation to return to Seattle in 2011.  Prior to that, Sims served as the Executive for the King County, Washington, the 13th largest county in the nation in a metropolitan area of 1.8 million residents and 39 cities including the cities of Seattle, Bellevue and Redmond for three terms and was nationally recognized for transportation, homelessness, climate change, health care reform, urban development and affordable housing. His leadership in affordable housing and multiple community and housing partnerships have funded 5,632 units over his 12 years in office.

Over the years Sims developed a reputation as a tireless legislator, working on a diverse palette of issues that led to advances in the areas of the environment, education, public safety and the protection of workers' rights. He credits his drive in part with marching alongside his politically active parents in the 1950's and 1960's during the civil rights movement led by Dr. Martin Luther King Jr. Those experiences honed in him a passion for civil rights issues that has been a guidepost throughout his career.

Tentative Plenary & Breakout Sessions

Breakout sessions will run from 10:45 AM Monday through 12 Noon on Tuesday, May 1.  The following is a tentative list of sessions (subject to change).  A more detailed listing will be sent later and posted at www.pnrcnahro.org.

· Opening General Session – Ron Sims, Keynote Speaker

· Washington Update – Saul Ramirez, Executive Director, NAHRO & Betsy Martens, President, NAHRO

· Jason Casterline will present his one and a half day Financial Update for public housing and Section 8 Mon & Tue  

· Integrated Pest Management

· NW Legislative Roundtable (with John Bohm, NAHRO)

· Using Social Media to Achieve Your Mission

· Coaching for Success

· Creating a Great Workplace

· Staying Out of Court:  Ask an Attorney (Foster Pepper, PLLC)

· Building Community Acceptance: Telling Your Stories

· Time Management

· Contract Management – Davis-Bacon

· Managing Maintenance in an Asset Management World

· Homeless Programs & VASH

· SEMAP in a Budget Crunch

· Managing Change: Shaping Your Corporate Culture

· Using PIC Effectively

· Innovation in FSS Programs

· Rethinking Your Agency: Restructing for Efficiency & Effectiveness

· Building Supportive Housing

· Environmental Reviews

· Staff Retention

· Succession Planning

· Records Retention

· Advocacy for Commissioners & Everyone

· Portland Affordable Housing tour

This year PNRC-NAHRO will also offer three NAHRO Professional Development seminars – two for housing authority staff and one for Commissioners.  

· Housing Choice Vouchers – Housing Quality Standards & Exam  (Mon 4/29 –Wed 5/2)  Ken Love

· Housing Choice Vouchers – Eligibility, Income., & Rent Calc. & Exam (Mon 4/29 – Wed 5/2) Dennis Morgan

· Fundamentals for Commissioners (no exam) (Tues 5/1 PM – Wed 5/2) Ron Oldham

Hotel Information

“A Place to Call Home” will be held at the DoubleTree Hotel (Lloyd Center) in Portland, OR.  We have reserved a block of rooms at $109 & $119 plus tax (12.5%) per night.  Reservations may be made by calling 800-996-0510 and asking for the “Pacific Northwest Regional Council NAHRO” room block.  The room cut-off date is March 29, 2012.  Parking is available immediately adjacent to the Hotel at the discounted rate of $9 per day for registered hotel guests and $15 per day for non-hotel guests.

[image: image2.jpg]



The DoubleTree Hotel – Lloyd Center – Portland, OR

Registration Information

Early registration will be only $195 due to the shortened format and PNRC-NAHRO’s efforts to make this conference affordable to as many as possible.  After 3/25/12, registration will increase to $225.  Fees for participation in the three NAHRO seminars offered in conjunction with this year’s conference are shown in the Registration Form below.  For any given category of registration, an agency sending 4 at the regular price will be entitled to a 5th registration for half-price.  Cancellations received by March 31st will receive a refund less a $75 fee.  After March 31 and through April 15 will receive a 50% refund.  After April 15, no refunds can be issued, but substitutions may be made at any time with no additional fee.


Golf Tournament

PNRC-NAHRO will hold its 9th annual Scholarship Golf Tournament on Sunday, April 29th at the Heron Lakes Golf Club in Portland.  The announcement and registration form for golfers (singles and foursomes) is attached.  Proceeds from this event help to fund our college scholarship program for residents of members’ housing programs.  If you wish to sponsor a tee and/or a green or know someone who would contact Ron Oldham at 206-901-0330 or RONALDLOLDHAM@MSN.COM.

Basket Raffle & Auction

In 2012, PNRC-NAHRO will once again hold it Theme Basket Raffle & Auction at the Exhibitor’s Reception on Monday, April 30 following the day’s session.  Information on how to participate by donating a basket or auction item is attached.

Summary of Events

Saturday 4/28

PNRC-NAHRO Executive Board meeting

Sunday 4/29

9th Annual Golf Tournament

Sunday 4/29

Exhibitor Set Up, and Welcome Reception (including PRAIS Awards)

Monday 4/30

Opening General Session

Monday 4/30

NAHRO’s Eligibility, Income, & Rent Calculation and Housing Quality Standards seminars 



continue through Wed 5/2

Monday 4/30

Washington Update (Ramirez & Martens) & PNRC-NAHRO Advocacy Awards

Monday 4/30

Exhibitors’ Reception & Theme Basket Raffle/Auction

Tuesday 5/1

Breakfast with Exhibitors & Scholarship Awards

Tuesday 5/1

12 Noon Conference adjourns

Tuesday 5/1

Emerging Leaders Luncheon (open to all, but reservations required in advance)

Tuesday 5/1

NAHRO’s Fundamentals for Commissioners begins at 1:15 PM and continues through




Wed 5/2

Wednesday 5/2
NAHRO seminars conclude.

